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Commander’s News
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Hello Everyone, I hope and pray everyone had a
wonderful summer. I also pray for everyone’s physical
and mental well-being. We need to be there for each
other.
Thank you to all that helped with the Rib Fest. The
planning, organizing, set-up, take down and clean up
also the members who participated in the cooking
teams. Can’t forget the ones who tasted the ribs as
well. Our Legion Family stepped up and made it a
success. Thanks again.
Everyone knows that we switched all of our lights to LED
lights. We do have dozens of slightly used 4’ and 8’ tube
lights that we are offering to anyone who can use
them. Just ask Keith or me and we will gladly help.
Veteran Day is near so please let us know if you are
planning to attend the Veterans Supper November 9th at
6 pm, social at 5pm.
The American Legion Riders Sunday breakfast is
starting November 2nd and every third Sunday after.

Take care and be safe.
Vaughn
Commander

1st Vice Commander
Open Position

Adjutant
Fall is flying by GOOOOD MOOORNING Elk River Post
112. We survived the Ribfest wind and had a great time.
Lisa did a great job putting it all together. And a big thank
you to all the members who helped make it happen.
We’re already thinking about next year. But first we’re
going to concentrate on our upcoming events; the
annual golf tournament on 18 Oct, the BBB, (Breakfast,
Bloody Marys and Bingo) on Nov 2, and our Veterans
Day supper on 9 Nov, and Veterans Day school
programs. Again, I need to thank all the members of The
Honor Guard for everything they have done. Funerals
and sporting events, sometimes we have two football
games at the same time. And sometimes in the rain. The
Honor Guard is always looking for a few good Men [and
Women] to fill our ranks so if you might be interested let
us know. It’s a very rewarding experience and doesn’t
take as much time as you think.
Our Membership goal for 2026 is 310 and we are
already at around 200. If you haven’t paid your
membership dues please do so. And thanks to Bill
Stevenson for his tireless work as the membership
director. It’s our members that keep us strong. As
always, a good place to learn how to get involved would
be to come to our donuts with the commanders on
Saturday mornings at 8:30. It’s a good way to meet
people and see what’s going on. Sometimes the Mayor:

stops by and gives us updates about what’s going on in
Elk River.
We wish Tom Kulkay all the best as he continues to
recover from his knee surgery.
Stop on by the post to say hello and sign the book.

Gregory Crow (G2)
Post Adjutant

PS. If you’re going pheasant hunting it’s a good idea to
practice a little ahead of time if
you want to hit anything! Don’t ask me how I know.

2nd Vice Commander
Trimming branches before the Rib Fest and normal fix
here fix there. No report was given.

Post Chaplain
The following is my 16 AUG to 15 OCT 2025 summary
of Post Chaplain duties performed:
98 Personal Visits, Assisted Living
95 Messagings, Text, Phone
30 Chaplain Support AL Events, Spiritual

Counseling
2 Letters of Condolences
[Note: My activities reported during this period are about
50% less than average. I was on
vacation and out of the country from 16 SEP to 12 OCT]
American Legion Chaplain’s Calendar: 4 NOV Election
Day, 11 NOV Veterans Day, Family
Week beginning the week of 23 NOV, 27 NOV
Thanksgiving, 7 DEC Pearl Harbor Day, 14 DEC
Hanukkah, 25 DEC Christmas, and 26 DEC-1 JAN
Kwanza
Continuing weekly and monthly vet visits and Sunday
Worship services at the Roger’s Wellstead Assisted
Living Centers. Continuing, weekly and monthly vet
visits to five local Guardian Angels Campuses, the
BeeHive, Elk River, and CentraCare, Monticello.
Currently have 89 total vets to visit at least monthly at
these four Independent Senior and Assisted Living
Centers. Provided pastor care support and “Last
Respects” with two veteran families during end-of-life
hospice treatment the past two months. Beginning
planning Veterans Day activities at each of the Assisted
Living Centers.
Assisted with coordinating Charlie Finck’s Celebration of
Life and tributes. Begun performing chaplain
requirements with weekly office hours at the Magnus
Veterans Foundation and performed the Invocation for
the MVF Annual Family Festival Day.
Condolences to the family and friends and please pray
for Marlys at the passing of Tom Hipsag 42 year
member, and Yvonne at the passing of Don Wimperis
38 year member. Please pray for past Commander Tom
Kulkay as he continues knee rehabilitative care at home.



Post Service Officer
1 Personal Visits
3 Messaging, Text, and Phone
1 Coordinated Vet request for personal support

Paul Deneson, Chaplain and Post Service Officer

Sons of American Legion (SAL)
The SAL placed 8th in the Rib Fest cook off. Great job!

Legion Riders
Greetings from the Post 112 Riders. Our Motorcycle
riding days are dwindling with the temperatures and
daylight hours. The deer on the roadways are becoming
more frequent with the mating season and the extra
hunters in the woods. I found a large buck standing on
Meadowvale Rd. near 109th Ave after

our monthly Post meeting. I was thankful for the high
beams on my motorcycle to see him with plenty of room.
The buck just stood there until I stopped and he casually
walked off the road. The Second Annual Rib Fest was
another successful event at the Post. Manager Lisa
coordinated the many moving parts that included;
signing up the various cooking teams, permits from the
City of Elk River for the outside alcohol event,
notifications of the event to the properties within 500 feet
of the Post, procuring parking lot barriers from the Fair
and outside lavatories. Lisa also coordinated the judging
of the ribs and working with the Riders, the SAL and the
Auxiliary.

Special thanks to the many members that volunteered
countless hours of cleaning up the parking lot. The same
volunteers and others then set up and took down the
tents, barricades and tables. The preparation took at
least two days before and the cleanup took another
couple days after. The Riders will be selling more Ducks
Unlimited gun raffle boards. We have completed three
boards and have had six winners. We will be selling
more tickets at various times and using Friday evenings
to draw the winners during or just after the Meat Raffle.
On November 2nd the riders will be having our
November breakfast BB & B and partnering with the Elk
River High Trap Shooting Team. This is a couple weeks
earlier than our regular third Sunday for Breakfast. We
wanted to have this event before the Minnesota deer
opener. This breakfast will have our regular Bingo,
Bloody Mary beverages, silent auctions and probable
raffles for hunting and outdoor items. The Riders are
looking forward to this inaugural event with the trap team
to work with another community organization. The Trap
Team Leader, Jim Sherret is a go-getter and also leads

the High School Fishing Team. The Riders have worked
with the Legion Baseball Team the last two January
breakfasts and are scheduled to work with them in
January 2026.

Anyone with kids, grandkids and hearty appetites are
also invited to our annual breakfast with Santa on
December 21st. The breakfast includes a small goodie
bag, hot chocolate and a chance to let Santa know what
the children want to see under the tree.

The Riders and the Post Auxiliary will be providing cash
to the many veterans in our area assisted living facilities
for incidentals like haircuts and personal items.

The Riders are always seeking new members and
suggestions for great rides.

Post 112 Riders Director, Todd Jagdodzinski

Auxiliary
Hello Auxiliary Members, just a little of what we have
done since our last newsletter. Oct 4th, we sold hotdogs
and brats for the rib fest at the post and also helped with
ticket sales. Thank you Marilyn, Joannie, Becky, Carol
Heath, Carol Ann, Stacy, Nicole and Lori Crow. We have
also had an event with the District Junior Fun Day with
the Junior Auxiliary members. We met at the Pickle
Paradise (new Pickle Ball venue [old movie theatre]). We
had 11 juniors from Melrose, Atkin, Pequot Lakes,
Upsala and Kimball. We played Bingo, colored
pumpkins and color sheets and also played a ping pong
game and finally went to the park at Lincoln
School. Thank you Lori Crow and Diane Telfer for all
your help and Laurie Tonsager for helping with
supplies. Now on to baking for the Craft and Bake Sale
on the 25th.

Hope to see everyone at the meeting. 7:00pm

Michele Smith
Unit 112 President

Auxiliary Membership
Hello, the goal that the Department has put on the
Auxiliary is 134 we have 77 paid so we are at 58%.

Also, a reminder that our Craft, Vendor and Bake sale is
October 25th 8:30am -4pm at the Post.

Diane Telfer



November Post 112 Events
11/01 Coffee & Donuts with the Commander
11/02 Breakfast/Bingo/Bloody Mary with Elk

River Trap Team 8:30AM -
11/06 Membership Meeting 7PM
11/09 Veterans Dinner 5PM Social 6PM

Dinner
11/11 Veterans Day
11/13 Riders Meeting 7PM
11/14 DJ Barry Allen/Karaoke 7PM -10PM
11/15 Coffee & Donuts with the Commander
11/17 Lifeline Screening
11/20 Executive Board Meeting 7PM
11/21 Open Jukebox
11/22 Coffee & Donuts with the Commander
11/22 Girl Scout Kids Sale 11am - 3pm
11/23 Community Table 4PM-6PM
11/26 Night Before Thanksgiving (Tip Board

Raffles for TV’s/ Meat Raffles Ham &
Turkeys)Music by Ozzy Harris 7PM-10PM

11/27 Closed Thanksgiving
11/28 Open Jukebox
11/29 Coffee & Donuts with the Commander

Meat Raffles every Friday 5PM
Meat Raffles Every Sunday 3PM

Horse Races 1st Thursday of the Month
Bingo Every Wednesday Night 6:30PM

December Post 112 Events
12/04 Membership Meeting 7PM
12/05 Bake Sale 4pm til 7 or sold out
12/05 Open Jukebox
12/06 Coffee & Donuts with the Commander
12/07 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
12/11 Riders Meeting 7PM
12/12 DJ Barry Allen/Karaoke 7PM -10PM
12/13 Army/Navy Game 2PM
12/18 Executive Board Meeting 7PM
12/19 Open Jukebox
12/20 Coffee & Donuts with the Commander
12/21 Last Community Table 4PM-6PM
12/24 Christmas Eve Bar close at 5PM

Last call 4:30PM NO Bingo
12/25 Merry Christmas Bar Closed
12/25 37th Annual Christmas Day Dinner
12/26 Music by Scott Fraser 7PM
12/31 New Years Ever open Jukebox 7PM

NO Bingo

Meat Raffles every Friday 5PM
Meat Raffles Every Sunday 3PM

Horse Races 1st Thursday of the Month
Bingo Every Wednesday Night 6:30PM


